CONCORD GROVE PRESS

CONCORD GROVE PRESS makes readily available in
a distinctive paperback format seminal texts of lasting value,
including new renditions of sacred scriptures from the world’s
major spiritual traditions, contributions to philosophic and
literary thought, and reprints of classic works.
Linking the mystical and practical, the timeless and the timely, these works explore the relevance of
ancient thought to daily life and to contemporary social
structures and future possibilities.
These beautifully printed volumes invite the
reader to rethink and renew a vital sense of participation
in the global inheritance of humanity and the emerging
cosmopolis.

THE BEACON LIGHT				
Illuminations on the Theosophical Path

By H.P. Blavatsky

The Beacon Light consists of eight quintessential
essays by H.P. Blavatsky, the founder of the modern
Theosophical Movement. “What is Theosophy?” is a
masterly exposition of the fundamental premises of
Theosophy. “The Secret Science” and “The Beacon Light
of the Unknown” provide an invaluable perspective on the
Theosophical tradition, ancient and modern. “The Legend
of the Night-Flower”, one of her earliest writings, is a
profound testament to the poignancy of transcendental and
human love.
77 p. Sewn, softbound with dust jacket			

$12.75

THE BHAGAVAD GITA
With the Uttara Gita
The Bhagavad Gita, transliterated with an
instructive and compelling introduction by Raghavan
Iyer, is a luminous rendition of this timeless spiritual
classic, universally appreciated for its profound truth and
unfailing relevance. the dialogue between Krishna and
Arjuna, between God and Man, is elegantly rendered into
eloquent English, together with the original Sanskrit text
in transliteration. Each verse of the eighteen discourses is
accompanied by an apposite and incisive commentary drawn
from the world’s spiritual and philosophical inheritance.
410p.
Sewn, lexhide with gold foil stamping and dust jacket

$21.75

CIVILIZATION – DEATH AND REGENERATION
		
Twelve essays explore the ethical and spiritual
predicament of modern civilization and indicate the
directions in which civilization must be revitalized to
serve the deeper needs of human souls. In two essays H.P.
Blavatsky shows the complex contradictions inherent in
modern thought and life. Murdhna Jyoti indicates the
interplay between individual choices and collective karma,
whilst George William Russell points to the rekindling
of perennial aspirations. K.S. Lakshminarayan deals
with the inherited conceptions and the essential core of
the seven deadly sins and, in a separate essay, provides a
fresh standpoint in relation to historical trends and noetic
causation. Also included are essays by W.Q. Judge, A.P.
Sinnett, T. Subba Row and Robert Crosbie.
145 p. Sewn, softbound with dust jacket		

$12.75

DEATH AND IMMORTALITY
Change and Continuity

Twelve illuminating essays treat the subject of death
and the prospect of conscious immortality for every human
being. “The Post Mortem States” and “The Sutratma”
by H.P. Blavatsky indicate the complex aftermath of
physical death and the principle of monadic continuity
that determines involuntary and voluntary reincarnation.
“The Desire to Live” indicates the tenacity of tanha,
the craving for embodied existence. “Adeptship” and
“Individuality and Nirvana” by D.K. Mavalankar examine
the conditions necessary for attaining nirvana and dispel
common misconceptions. “The Sheaths of the Soul” and
“Upanishads on Rebirth” by W.Q. Judge consider the
diverse causes of involuntary incarnation. “Kamaloka and
Devachan” and “Time in Devachan” provide a detailed
account of the post mortem states experienced by most
individuals. K.S. Lakshminarayan concludes the volume
with “Death and Immortality”, a lucid exposition of Tibetan
Buddhist concepts of immortality and rebirth.
91 p. Softbound with dust jacket

$12.75

THE GOLDEN VERSES OF
PYTHAGORAS				

The essential wisdom of Pythagorean thought is
presented in the Golden Verses. Delivered by Pythagoras
(6th century B.C.) and codified by his disciples, these
constitute the oldest extant Pythagorean teaching and
convey the essential core of the exemplary way of life he
initiated at Crotona. Those less familiar with Pythagorean
ideas will be struck by their clarity and their relevance to
the evolving Aquarian movements of today.
An essay on “Pythagoras and His School” is
provided in addition to the extensive Commentary by
Hierocles. Heirocles composed his commentary on the
Golden Verses at some time between A.D. 415 and 450
while he occupied the successor’s chair of the Alexandrian
Academy, the direct offshoot of the Platonic Academy in
Athens. The translation of the commentary included here is
adapted from that of N. Rowe.
90 p. Sewn, softbound					

$12.75

THE DREAM OF RAVAN
A Visionary Mystery

Anonymously published well over a century ago, this
mysterious work tells the timeless tale of Rama, whose
rule constituted the Golden Age. In addition to recounting
central portions of the ancient legend, the author explains
its profound spiritual meaning for people of all cultures and
beliefs.
98 p. Sewn, softbound with dust jacket			

$12.75

HIT THE MARK

Meditations on Spritual Archery
By W.Q. Judge
W.Q. Judge portrays the scope of spiritual striving in
twenty-four essays which consider the potency of sound,
symbolism, the vastness of human potential, astral forces
and their hazards, karma and its effects, and spritual
archery. His insights into the nature and practice of
meditation are exceptionally useful to the beginner and
advanced student alike.
101 p. Softbound with dust jacket

		

$12.75

HUMAN SOLIDARITY
Universal Brotherhood

Eight important essays examine the problems
and prospects of human solidarity. “The Brotherhood
of Humanity” sets forth the essential requirements for
universal brotherhood as well as the present predicament
of the intelligentsia and the masses. “Christendom and
Islam”, written in 1880 by a Turkish effendi, considers the
convergence of world-views and indicates the immense
degradation resulting from the inversion of spiritual and
ethical standards. In “The Fall of Ideals” H.P. Blavatsky
links the turmoil of recent centuries with the suppression
of human freedom and the aberrations of Promethean
defiance. W.Q. Judge, in “Points of Agreement in all
Religions” and “How Should We Treat Others?”, shows the
roots of human solidarity and their concrete implications
in daily life. The volume concludes with “Nepenthe”, a
stirring extract from Percy Bysshe Shelley’s Prometheus
Unbound.
79 p. Softbound with dust jacket				

$12.75

IN THE BEGINNING

The Mystical Meaning of Genesis
For those seeking to explore the depths of Judaic
religion, this extract from the mystical Zohar will provide a
critical point of entry. A generous selection from Bereshith,
the first part of the Zohar, is accompanied by Qabbalistic
diagrams and an introductory essay.
75 p. Sewn, softbound					

THE LAW OF VIOLENCE AND THE LAW OF LOVE
By Leo Tolstoy
In The Law of Violence and the Law of Love, Leo
Tolstoy powerfully pleaded for non-violence as an absolute
principle and as central to the teaching of Jesus. Unmasking
the deceptive rationalizations of champions of war and of
those who connive at the presumed necessity of organized
violence, Tolstoy invoked the Law of Love enjoined by
the religious Teachers of humanity. He also cited various
authors, including several Americans, in support of pacifist
movements in modern society. He stressed the vital role
of conscientious resistance to conscription, which he
viewed as an act of legalized coercion, reinforced by false
patriotism.
Tolstoy’s clarity of thought and vigour of expression
are admirably preserved in Vladimir Tchertkoff’s translation
from the Russian. Tolstoy’s further reflections are included
as appendices, and his moving letter in 1910 to Mahatma
Gandhi in South Africa concludes this volume.
87 p. Softbound with dust jacket

$12.75

$12.75

THE MORAL AND POLITICAL THOUGHT
By Raghavan Iyer
OF MAHATMA GANDHI
Internationally acclaimed as an authoritative
masterly presentation of Gandhi’s thought, Professor Iyer’s
book clearly explains the key ideas that inspired Gandhi and
gave him the courage to become the most remarkable social
reformer of this century. Iyer lucidly sets forth Gandhi’s
views of human nature, values and vows, his concepts of
Truth and Nonviolence, and his insights into self-rule and
self-reliance in a way that has inspired and deeply affected
readers around the world.
The Moral and Political Thought of Mahatma
Gandhi was first published in 1973 by Oxford University
Press, reissued as a Galaxy Book, and later by Oxford
India Paperbacks. It was a main selection for the Library of
Political Studies in 1974 and an alternate selection for The
Library of Political Affairs in the same year.

Contents
1. Introduction
2. The Indictment of Modern Civilization
3. The Purification of Politics
4. The Need for Absolute Values and for Vows
5. Human Nature, Progress, and Perfectibility
6. Individual Conscience and Heroism in Society
7. Satya: Absolute and Relative Truth
8. Ahimsa: Nonviolence as a Creed and a Policy
9. Satya and Ahimsa:
The Relation between Truth and Nonviolence
10. Satyagraha: Active and Passive Resistance
11. The Scope and Significance of Satyagraha
12. Swaraj and Swadeshi: Self-Rule and Self-Reliance
13. Means and Ends in Politics
14. Assessment

A book that is of first-class
importance.
—Arnold Toynbee
The virtue of this study is
that it takes Gandhi’s thought
with ultimate seriousness, and
exposes it to a sophisticated level of
theoretical analysis that it has not
received before . . . an indispensable
contribution.
—Political Science Quarterly
Iyer constructs from the hundreds of articles and addresses of
Gandhi a consistent, significant
political-moral philosophy which,
if not the equal of those of Plato
and Aristotle, is at least a major
contribution to the classical
tradition. Iyer is an excellent,
persuasive writer.
—Reviews of Religions

Currently available through South Asia Books at www.southasiabooks.com.

THE MYSTERY OF THE AVATAR
The Divine Descent

Beginning with “The Vision of the Divine Dance”
from the Kurma Purana Samhita, nine contributions
consider the complex metaphysical doctrine of the Avatar
and the decisive impulse given to human evolution. Six
articles by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky seek to unravel the
mystery of the Avatar. “The Doctrine of Avataras” sets
forth the complexities of the concept of the Avatar and
shows that all Avatars are ultimately one in their divine
source. “The Seven Principles” and “The Mystery of
Buddha” suggest the close connection of Buddha to the
Avataric impulse. “An Unpublished Discourse of Buddha”
and “Nirvana-Moksha” point to the exalted states of
consciousness attained by those who achieve self-conscious
immortality.
“Between Heaven and Earth” links the Avataric
impulse with the unwritten history of human evolution
and invites the intuitive to participate in the redemption of
sullied consciousness and in laying down the philosophical
foundations of the noetic civilization of the future.
78 p. Softbound with dust jacket				

$12.75

NOETIC PSYCHOLOGY
Awakening the Higher Mind

Noetic Psychology consists of sixteen essays which expound
the nature and potential of consciousness from a universal
and spiritual perspective. Ranging from discussion of afterdeath states to the dual nature of mind, from the subjectobject distinction to criteria for truth, and from levels of
consciousness to the value of meditation, each essay explores
an aspect of human nature and offers practical suggestions for
living one’s life on a sound basis. The volume includes H.P.
Blavatsky’s definitive article, “Psychic and Noetic Action”,
and two modern classics by K.S. Lakshminarayan on “The
Mystery of the Ego” and “Noetic Discrimination”.
130 p. Sewn, softbound with dust jacket

$12.75

NOVUS ORDO SECLORUM
America and the Global Community Towards the Year 2000
By Raghavan Iyer
Invoking the founding motto of the United States
(“A New Order of the Ages”), Professor Iyer offers a
reflection on America and the globe in the twenty-first
century as relevant today as it was when first published in
1983. “The New Learning” sets forth thought-provoking
proposals on lifelong learning, a national income floor
and America’s contribution to the world community.
“The Emerging Cosmopolis” explores the potentials of
the present which intimate the gradual emergence of
a true global community. The basic conclusions of the
national study The Global 2000 Report to the President are
included.
76 p. Sewn, softbound with dust jacket

		

$12.75

RAJA YOGA

Integration and Insight
Raja Yoga consists of eight essays on the most
exalted and exacting form of yoga. “Psychic and Noetic
Action” by H.P. Blavatsky sets forth the fundamental
distinction between creative and imitative consciousness
in terms of volition and response, intuitive insight and
passive suggestibility. “Occultism Versus the Occult Arts”
shows the vital difference between developing psychic
powers and gaining spiritual wisdom, and “Chelas and Lay
Chelas” and “Practical Occultism” indicate the mental and
moral preparation needed to tread the path of Raja Yoga.
93 p. Softbound with dust jacket		

$12.75

PARAPOLITICS

Toward the City of Man
By Raghavan Iyer
What is living and what is dead in contemporary
political ideas, traditional beliefs and inherited allegiances?
How may a better future be constructed from our complex
past? Considering such questions, Parapolitics unveils
a radical new perspective extending far beyond the
pessimism of the current predicament. Raghavan Iyer
moves with ease from the Greek polis to the California
communes, from the psychology of self-actualization to
the dynamics of social structures. He shows the critical
distance needed to see clearly the costs of commitment, the
limits and possibilities, in a global community. The book
explores the subtle relationships between technology and
politics, democracy and liberty, scarcity and abundance.
Parapolitics calls for audacious diversity and dialectical
skill in the responsible exercise of will and imagination.
By distilling the ideas of seminal political thinkers from
Socrates and Plato to Marx and Gandhi, the book provides
a firm basis for a fresh vision of Civitas Humana – the City
of Man.
381 p. Sewn, softbound with dust jacket

1. Politics and Parapolitics
I CRITICAL DISTANCE
2. Agathon and the Cave
3. The Open Texture of Natural Law
4. Tolerance and Civility
5. Equality in Theory and Practice
6. Individuation
II COSTS OF COMMITMENT
7. The Revolutionary’s Burden
8. Means and Ends
9. Technology and Politics

$21.75

Contents
10. Civitas Dei and the Classless Society
11. Democracy and Librty in Emerging Polities
12. The Fundamental Revolution:
From Elitism to Equality
III LIMITS AND POSSIBILITIES
13. Global Pointers
14. The Future of Europe
15. The Community of Strangers
16. An Unfinished Dream
17. Ex Chaos Cosmopolis
18. Dianoia

“Parapolitics is a work of large-scale political theory. The book is a very fluent and
readable piece of work . . . unusual in trying to combine the concern of existential
psychology with the more conventional concerns of traditional political theory.”
The Times Literary Supplement

THE PLATONIC QUEST
By E.J. Urwick
The Platonic Quest by E.J. Urwick is a
path-breaking interpretation of Plato’s Republic,
weaving together Socratic-Platonic teachings
and classical Indian concepts. Seen in this light,
the social structure of the Republic emerges as a
holistic view of life, radically different from the
scholastic interpretations of earlier philologists
and later positivists.
Giving full measure to the profound and
puzzling themes of the Republic, Urwick clearly
demonstrates the coherence of the dialogue as
a living testament to the human potential for
spiritual wisdom. His book has received the
discerning appreciation of J.A. Hobson, the
erudite economic historian, and the influential
social philosopher, R.H. Tawney.
Professor Urwick sought to blend the
ideal of individual growth and service to the
community in a dynamic praxis that goes beyond
ideological postures. By integrating elements
from the ancient inheritance of mankind, he
restored depth and meaning to the Platonic quest
while intimating its promise for the future. The
book is enriched by an introductory chapter on the
Platonic dialectic and an epilogue on anamnesis
by Professor Raghavan Iyer.
262 pages. Hardcover

$21.75

Contents
Introduction:
The Dialectic of Self-Transcendence
THE ANCESTRY OF PLATO’S FAITH
1. The Quest of Socrates
2. The Vedic Interpretation of
Human Life
THE PREPARATION OF THE SOUL
3. Righteousness and the Good State
4. Purification and Education
SPIRITUAL REALISATION
5. Community and Kingship
6. The Upper Path
7. The Wisdom-Religion and the Seer
8. Spiritual Realisation
9. The Salvation of Society
THE DANGERS OF THE LOWER PATH
10. Degeneration of the State and Man
11. Immortality and Reincarnation
Epilogue: Anamnesis

THE RELIGION OF SOLIDARITY
Foresight and Social Regeneration

By Edward Bellamy
Edward Bellamy’s brilliant title essay is
accompanied by a careful and cognate selection from his
later writings to set forth a challenging view of man, nature
and society.
127 p. Sewn, softbound					

$12.75

RETURN TO SHIVA

A Garland of Ancient Hindu Wisdom
From the oldest Hindu tradition, Return to Shiva
lays a firm philosophical foundation based upon the
transmission of ancient wisdom by the Sage Valmiki.
Presented in eighteen selections, the text presents ideas
as pertinent today as they were in Rama’s time. An
introduction entitled “Jnana Yagna” precedes the writings;
“The Ten-Versed Hymn” of Sri Shankaracharya concludes
the work.
86 p. Softbound		

$12.75

THE SEALS OF WISDOM

The Essence of Islamic Mysticism
By Ibn Al-`Arabi
Islamic thought, exemplified within the Sufi
movement, joins effortlessly with other religious traditions in
The Seals of Wisdom. Eleven selections from the central work
of Ibn Al-`Arabi, the most renowned Muslim philosopher, are
preceded by an introductory essay, “The Current of Islam.”
98 p. Sewn, softbound			

$12.75

SELF-PURIFICATION

The Jaina Path of Freedom
A luminous translation of a fundamental Jain
scripture on self-purification, leading to emancipation
from bondage to karma. The text is accompanied by a
general introduction to the Jain tradition and a specific
consideration of this scripture. A glossary completes the
book.
130 p. Sewn, softbound					

$12.75

THEOSOPHICAL TENETS
The Path of Self-Regeneration

Theosophical Tenets contains twenty-one selections
from Theosophical literature which provide a lucid and
coherent introduction to Gupta Vidya, the Perennial
Philosophy of human perfectibility. Arranged in three
sections — “God, Nature and Man”, “Man and the Cosmos”
and “The Path” — each group is introduced with an
illuminating essay by the editor. Together, these essays cover
metaphysics and ethics, noetic thought and Theosophical
psychology, reincarnation and immortality.
“Spiritual Evolution” sets forth the broad perspective
for the emergence and expansion of self-consciousness. “The
Three Fundamentals”, “Six Items of Cosmogony” and “The
Mind of the Universe”, by H.P. Blavatsky, outline the basic
principles underlying Theosophical metaphysics, whilst “The
Monadic Host” links together cosmic and human evolution.
“Unity and Differentiation” by Damodar K. Mavalankar
integrates the objective and subjective standpoints in
the pursuit of truth. “The Four Golden Links” by H.P.B.
stresses the practical implications of sifting meaning out of experience. “Aquarian Axioms” gives
the basis for noetic thinking and volition.
“Metaphysics and Ethics” introduces the second section, showing the significance of
seeing the individual as the microcosm of the macrocosm. H.P. Blavatsky’s “Principles of Human
Nature” and “Propositions of Psychology” lay down the basis of Theosophical psychology.
“The Three Propensities” from the Bhagavad Gita and “Psychic and Noetic Action” by H.P.B.
consider the interaction of consciousness with matter. Her “Sleep and Dreams” examines dream
states and suggests a topology of dreams, and her “Reincarnation and Immortality” discusses post
mortem existence, the process of reincarnation and the importance of self-conscious realization of
immortality. W.Q. Judge’s “Aphorisms on Karma” clarifies the complex operations of causality in
individual and collective contexts.
The third section is introduced by “The Pledge of Kwan-Yin”, which is the time-honoured
basis of true renunciation. “Turning the Wheel of Truth” and “The Twin Verses”, drawn from the
Teachings of Buddha, convey the Four Truths and the interaction of consciousness and conduct.
Shankaracharya’s “The Four Qualifications” outlines the essential requirements for spiritual life,
whilst “The Seven Portals” from The Voice of the Silence and “The Six Virtues” by Robert Crosbie
refer to crucial stages of the Path. “The Nine Stages of Devotion” by Bhavani Shankar portrays the
progressive self-surrender of the seeker, and “The Self-Governed Sage” from the Bhagavad Gita
depicts the perfected human being.
142 pages. Sewn, softbound with dust jacket		

$12.75

THE SOCIETY OF THE FUTURE
					
By Raghavan Iyer
These seminal essays by Raghavan Iyer explore
the classical view of humanity’s place in the cosmos
and indicate what the contemporary individual must do
to release the fullest potential. “Individuation” extends
the significant contribution of Abraham Maslow in
providing a portrait of the self-actualizing person. “The
Tempest – A Mystery Play” is an insightful interpretation
of Shakespeare’s final play with its spectrum of human
longings. “The Society of the Future” is a radical and
fundamental rethinking of the social structure in relation to
human fulfillment.
110 p. Sewn, softbound					

$12.75

Utilitarianism and All That
By Raghavan N. Iyer
Utilitarianism and All That deftly unravels the main
strands of British imperial policy in India from Hastings to
Attlee. It begins by examining, in principle and practice,
the Burkean theory of trusteeship, the Benthamite concern
with the use of power, the assumption of a quasi-Platonic
role as benevolent guardians, and the recurrent sense of
an evangelical mission. It also shows the interactions
and inversions of these strands, woven around nationalist
responses to imperial policies. Beyond its application to
Britain and India, Utilitarianism and All That provides a
basis for understanding inequity in international relations,
and offers penetrating insights into the origins and
prospects of the post-colonial world. This brilliant work,
first published in 1960 by Chatto & Windus, London, has
become an international classic.
130 p. Sewn, softbound					

$12.75

VIDYA

A quarterly periodical
Vidya, or Knowledge, points to the timeless
Theosophia, the source and synthesis of science, religion
and philosophy. This publication is loyal to the great
Founders of the Theosophical Movement, who have
appeared to all peoples, throughout the ages.
As a journal of inquiry into the Teachings of
Theosophy, VIDYA is offered for those who seek the path of
spiritual self-regeneration in the service of humanity.
VIDYA is published quarterly by Universal
Theosophy Fellowship, Inc., edited by associates of the
United Lodge of Theosophists in Santa Barbara; more
information may be found at www.theosophysb.org.
Subscription rates are $20 per annum. Subscriptions and
donations should be made payable to U.T.F. , but may be
sent to Concord Grove Press, Attn: VIDYA Subscriptions.

THE DESCENT OF THE GODS
This volume, the third in a collection of George
William Russell’s writings, contains all of his known
mystical texts such as The Candle of Vision, Song and Its
Fountains, The Avatars and The Interpreters. Although
Russell, known as A.E., was a poet, painter, newspaper
editor, political writer and social reformer working for three
decades in the Irish cooperative movement, it is probably
as a mystic that he attracts contemporary attention. His
writings on mystical and mythological topics, reflecting
his study of Hindu and Theosophical teachings as well as
his own visionary experience, offer a unique and inspiring
exploration of unseen worlds.
Also reprinted in this volume are all his
contributions to The Irish Theosophist and other spiritual
journals, his introductions to and reviews of several books,
and the revealing interview in W.Y. Evans Wentz’s The
Fairy Faith in Celtic Countries. Included is “The Return”,
a hitherto unpublished short work that may well have been
the start of a book he felt unable to complete, together with
an introductory note by Monk Gibbon.
Interpretation of the context and significance of A.E.’s thinking is facilitated for the reader
of this anthology by the extensive introduction and copious notes offered by Professors Raghavan
Iyer and Nandini Iyer. The general editors are Henry Summerfield and Colin Smythe. This 780
page book is not a publication of Concord Grove Press, but The Descent of the Gods may be
purchased directly from the publisher at a special offer rate of £29.00/$45.00 (35% discount below
its original 1988 price of £45.00/$70.00), plus shipping charges.
For more information about the sale price, various payment options and shipping, email
cpsmythe@aol.com, or write to the publishers:
Colin Smythe Limited
38 Mill Lane
Gerrards Cross
Buckinghamshire SL9 8BA, UK
Tel : 01753 886000 Fax: 01753 886469
From outside UK:
Tel: +44 1753 886000 Fax: +44 1753 886469
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